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months, and 22 days in the Marine
Corps. He left Vietnam the day the Tet
Offensive started. His time in the Ma-
rine Corps dramatically affected his
life. John said in some ways his service
made him harder, but in other ways
softer.

On behalf of the Fifth District of
South Carolina, I want to thank Ma-
rine Corporal John Killian for his out-
standing service. He has created a last-
ing legacy of duty, honor, and courage,
and our Nation is better off for his sac-
rifice. May God continue to bless John
and his great family.

WE MUST RESTORE AMERICAN
COMPETITIVENESS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because I refuse to stand by and
watch as America’s ability to ensure
the safe and efficient movement of
goods, people, and services throughout
our transportation network continues
to be diluted. Our priority focus right
now should be strengthening our Na-
tion’s economy and increasing our
global competitiveness.

The policies of this President and
Democratic Party leaders in Congress
are exacerbating or simply ignoring
the underlying supply chain crisis.
These policies include the mishandling
of the COVID response in ways that are
prolonging unemployment and worker
shortages across the economy and
pushing for a multitrillion-dollar
spending spree that is driving up prices
of everything from gas to groceries.

Mr. Speaker, these efforts only serve
to weaken American competitiveness
and shrink our economy.

———

HONORING THE REMARKABLE CA-
REER OF DR. KAREN A. BOWYER

(Mr. KUSTOFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUSTOFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a true education
leader, Dyersburg State Community
College President Dr. Karen A. Bowyer.

Dr. Karen Bowyer has served as presi-
dent of Dyersburg State Community
College, located in my congressional
district, for 37 years, and was the first
female president to lead the institu-
tion. In fact, at that time there were
no female college presidents in the en-
tire State of Tennessee.

Indeed, Dr. Bowyer broke barriers,
and she opened doors for students and
their families across west Tennessee to
achieve a higher education. Under
Karen Bowyer, enrollment at
Dyersburg State grew by more than 100
percent during her tenure.

The impact that Karen Bowyer has
had on our community in west Ten-
nessee is absolutely immeasurable. We
thank Karen Bowyer for her service,
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and Roberta and I wish her the best in
her well-deserved retirement.

RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the 80th anniversary of National Bible
Week. In 1941, weeks before the United
States entered World War II, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt declared the
week of Thanksgiving as National
Bible Week.

This celebration recognizes the spir-
itual and historical significance of the
Bible. It is a week where we can come
together and celebrate this holy book.
The Bible has shaped our Nation’s his-
tory and continues to provide guidance
to the lives of so many.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to live in
a country where we can freely read the
Scripture and worship the Lord with-
out fear of persecution. The Bible is
timeless and continues to provide us
with words of wisdom, comfort, and
guidance as we navigate unprecedented
times.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to leave you with this verse from 2
Timothy 3:16. It is one that I keep close
to my heart.

All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for cor-
rection, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.

———
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HONORING THE LIVES OF DARIN
JOHNS AND MARC BOSWELL

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer my deepest condolences
and prayers to the families of Darin
Johns and Marc Boswell, who were
tragically killed in a bus crash while
traveling with the Andrews High
School band.

Darin Johns, the beloved band direc-
tor, was an active member of the An-
drews community who dedicated his
life to his faith and his beloved wife,
Karen, and their family and friends,
and who invested in younger genera-
tions as a band director for over 30
years.

He lent all of his time and energy to
building up the dreams and talents of
those around him.

I also want to recognize Marc Bos-
well, a humble and beloved Andrews
public servant. Marc devoted his life to
Andrews as a high school math teach-
er, was an employee of the Andrews
school district, and was involved in the
community as a leader and as a friend.

He was known for his servant heart,
his incredible work ethic, his infec-

December 2, 2021

tious smile, and his deep love for his
wife, Carol, and their children and
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Camille and I are send-
ing our support and our prayers, not
only to the families of those who were
tragically Kkilled, but also to the entire
community and Andrews High School.

————

EXEMPT CRITICAL WORKERS
FROM VACCINE REQUIREMENTS

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, our
country is in a time of crisis. President
Biden’s policies have broken our supply
chain; caused nationwide shortages and
delays; and now, President Biden is
holding the workers who Kkeep our
country running hostage through his
vaccine mandates, further threatening
our economic stability.

Federal employees throughout cen-
tral Washington who operate and pro-
tect critical facilities are facing termi-
nation over what should be a personal
medical decision. They don’t deserve to
be fired.

That is why I introduced the Exemp-
tions for Critical Workers Act, to en-
sure these critical workers, who Kkept
our industries functioning long before
a vaccine was available to them, can
make the health decision that is right
for them while continuing their impor-
tant work.

Just this week, three Federal courts
halted the administration’s mandate in
certain parts of the country for
healthcare workers and Federal con-
tractors. Clearly, these mandates are
unconstitutional.

I stand with the men and women who
were asked to stand on the front lines
for our sake, and I urge my colleagues
to support my legislation.

——————

ABORTION NOT A FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHT

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, our U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tices held oral arguments in the Dobbs
v. Jackson case, which addressed the
constitutionality of Mississippi’s law
banning abortions after 15 weeks.

It is time to get rid of the rules that
prevent our legislators from enacting
the will of the people and passing laws
to protect the unborn, Mr. Speaker.

Chief Justice John Roberts once ar-
gued that the right to abortion has ‘“‘no
support in the text, structure, or his-
tory of the Comnstitution.” I pray he
and the eight other Justices uphold
that view in Dobbs v. Jackson. They
know the ability to murder unborn
children is not one of our fundamental
rights.

The Biden administration suspended
basic healthcare regulations so doctors
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